FOREWORD

THIS translation was undertaken at the suggestion of
Professor Margoliouth, and was almost completed when the
outbreak of the Great War consigned the MS. to a drawer
for five years.

Strangely enough, this War, which seemed to have
obliterated all other war-stories, has brought the places
mentioned by Ibn lyas into fresh prominence; Damascus,
Hamah, Aleppo, and Horns, with Gaza and the routes from
Syria to Egypt, have become familiar to us in our daily papers.

The barbaric splendours and appalling cruelties in the
narrative seem to belong to remote times; as a matter of fact,
it was the age of Henry VIII and Francois I, of Charles V
and Luther, but the conquering Turk took no account of the
Renaissance or the Reformation. Even at the present time
the bulk of the nation seems to remain much as it was four
centuries ago.

My best thanks are due to Professor Margoliouth, of Oxford,
and to Mr. C. A. Storey of the India Office for the kind help
they have given me in the solution of many difficulties.
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